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Foreword

| have pleasure in forwarding the Annual Report of the National Institute of
Rock Mechanics for the year 2005 — 2006. The Institute has made significant progress
during the last one-and-a-half decades, both in terms of research output and cash
earnings.

During the year 2005-06, the Institute has earned a cash flow of Rs. 4.3 crores.
Its Corpus Fund has exceeded Rs. 6 crores. With this rate of growth, | am sure the
Institute would become self sufficient within a few years now.

Fighting stiff competition from other research and educational institutes, NIRM
has bagged some of the prestigious projects in the country. Among them are the
investigations related to the Katra-Qazigund railway line in J&K, and the country’s first
underground LPG storage cavern at Visakhapatnam, where the Institute rendered
comprehensive multi-disciplinary services on different aspects of rock mechanics
problems faced prior to and during the excavations. One of the International projects
taken up by the Institute is Tala hydro-electric project in Bhutan.

| congratulate the Director, Scientists and the staff of NIRM for the sustained
growth, and for the continuing services to the nation. | wish them all the best in their
endeavors to achieve their mission of becoming a self-sustained R&D Institute.

(AKD Jadhav )
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